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Abstract

This study aims to examine the impact of social media use on the construction of value
systems among Algerian youth. A field study was conducted on a randomly selected sample
of 300 young men and women (aged 18—35) who are active users of social media platforms
in the Wilaya of Tébessa. The sample was drawn from various institutions, including the
University of Larbi Tebessi across its different faculties, vocational training centers, youth
centers, and cultural institutions.

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach and utilized a questionnaire as the main
data collection tool. It was guided by a central research question: What is the effect of social
media use on the value formation of Algerian youth? This was further explored through a
series of sub-questions addressing usage motivations, types of values promoted, the
relationship between usage intensity and value change, platform/content differences, and the
extent to which youth adopt the values circulating on social media.

The findings indicate that the primary motivations for social media use are entertainment
and social interaction, with lesser emphasis on informational or expressive purposes. The
most prevalent values across platforms are individualistic, materialistic, and consumer-
oriented, followed by entertainment values, while religious and social values were notably
less visible.

The study revealed a positive correlation between high social media usage and shifts in
value systems, particularly through exposure to new value models, comparison with others,
and admiration for influencers, alongside a relative decline in real-life social interaction.
Moreover, the impact varied by platform and content type, with visual and entertainment-
focused platforms like TikTok, Snapchat, and Instagram showing the strongest influence.
Regarding the adoption of digital values, 54.54% of respondents reported embracing new
values to varying degrees, while 31.81% expressed adherence to traditional values. A
significant portion of participants also perceived a conflict between some digital values—
especially those associated with Western culture, individualism, and personal freedom—and
Algerian cultural norms.

The study concludes that social media has become a central actor in reshaping the value
system of Algerian youth. While it offers spaces for communication and the dissemination
of certain positive values, it also fosters individualism, consumerism, and mimicry, thereby
weakening traditional socialization roles. This calls for a balanced approach that maximizes
the benefits of social media while mitigating its negative effects, through enhanced media
literacy, strengthened family awareness, and more active involvement of educational and
cultural institutions in safeguarding national value systems.
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